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Well, it turns out Bernie was 
serving on the boards of many 

non-profit institutions. 

Basically convincing them to 
invest with his own personal 

investment firm.

So I’m assuming Bernie was on 
the board of Dark Star? 

Correct.

I’ll have to talk to Gina about 
this. I gave no permission to 
her to invest with anyone. 

As for Mr. Madoff... 
...him and I are going 
to have a little talk...
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How did you get me out? I didn’t 
think anyone could do that, even 

for just a few days?

How doesn’t matter to you. I’m sure you were 
getting bored, sitting around and reading novels in 

prison. That won’t be a problem any more.

Very good Mr. Madoff Wait what are you doing? 
I gave you what you wanted!

Well I’m giving you...

no.

...What you DESERVE!

NOOO!
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hmmm...

turns out he wasn’t 
acting alone...

This is just the beginning.

I thought back to the way I grew up, a dirt poor orphan in a 
Brazilian ghetto. I had worked for everything I had; no one had 
believed in me until years of suffering and brutally hard work 
had passed. I destroyed people along the way, but I never lied, 
never broke my word. And then I end up on wall street, watching 
fools and thieves get rich beyond comprehension.

There will be justice.

Madoff is the first, but there are many more to follow. Those 
that scam government bailout programs - they’ll meet the fate 
they deserve. So will the CEOs who got huge salaries and 
bonuses while their shareholders went broke, and employees 
were laid off.

There’s a huge margin call about to take place; i’m calling in all 
the moral debts of a rotting system. Some say that vengeance 
belongs to the lord. They’re wrong -

It belongs to a boy from the Favela.
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   *Nec spe, nec metu.

*(no hope, no fear)
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Life was very hard, but we really 
had no idea it could be any 
different.

I had no idea who 
my parents were; 

I worked all day for food. 

Like many other poor children, I went around Sao Paulo trying to 
find a way to make enough money to eat. 

I could make a dollar shining shoes for businessmen, and 
sometimes just from those who took pity on me. 

I’d eventually get lucky. 

I hung out with the other boys 
and some girls that were also 
just trying to survive.

I barely remember 
my early years.



9 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

The stories and 
rumors that the 
other children 
would spread, 
about awful 

beatings,
kidnappings, 
robbery- and 
worse, were 

enough to keep 
anyone far away. 
But I was young 
and fearless; 

although perhaps 
I had much 

to fear.

Then, One day came along 
which changed everything.

I made the mistake of sleeping too late. In my rush 
to get to my usual spot, I decided to cut through 

the back alleys on the outskirts of Sao Paulo.

I usually avoided travelling like that alone. 

The morning rush was the only chance to make money shining shoes, 
and my foolish mistake of sleeping in could cost me any hope of 

eating that day. The growling in my stomach encouraged my 
fearlessness; and also made me a little lightheaded.
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I ran blindly cutting corners, dodging strangers. 
it should have been no surprise to me that I had 

run right into the middle of a confrontation.

You’ve made too many 
goddamn mistakes- 

you think my 
money is a toy?

Please! I can get 
it back, i swear!

There was shouting coming from 
an open back door. Trying to 
ignore it I ran past the door 
continuing to run to the corner.

No, you’re done!
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I don’t clearly remember what happened next. 

There was a short struggle... 
some angry shouting and swearing.

I was quickly pinned down. I do 
remember screaming like a girl.

They kicked me a couple times. i stopped screaming. 

Quickly everything got fuzzy. My head was pounding; my heart was 
beating a million times a minute. I was picked up and dragged into 

the back seat of the car. -Then everything went black.
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With the media raging about what Madoff has done, and the outrage 
that he could have gotten a few days of furlough from prison for 
unexplained reasons, there would be universal delight to discover 
that he has finally done the right thing. 

And no one will realize I am the only one that knows where all 
that money is now.

-ding!
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Favela, glad 
you’re okay.

What do you expect?

Well, its not every 
day you murder the 
media’s current fix.

They’ll have even 
more fun with this 

one tomorrow.

Everything’s in place. 
Let’s go.
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Alan is my bodyguard, my personal friend; 
the only person I completely trust. 

t

I hired him twelve years ago as an animal 
handler for my personal menagerie. 

He had a natural affinity with them.

I was baffled by this and secretly jealous.

I’ve never seen anyone receive so much respect from animals.
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     What do you think he really knows about Madoff and us?

	 I	don’t	think	it	was	about	us;	it	was	about	Madoff.	
	 He	doesn’t	know.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Make	very	sure	he	doesn’t	find	out.

	 Yes	sir.
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Hoping to learn about 
business and finance, 

he began to accompany 
me on trips around 

the world. 

A friendship developed, and now 
he accompanies my everywhere. 

Alan was the only other human 
sozi let pet him. That cat trusted 
nobody but me...

A few of the animals come with 
us when we travel; the rest are 
safely looked after by 
someone Gina found.

I still felt bad bringing him into 
this whole vigilante scene. 
But while Alan was very gentle 
with the animals, he shared my 
desire for vengeance against 
those who had corrupted our 
society.

Alan was great with the 
animals, but he was also 

very ambitious.
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Well, our other 
guys are safe.

Excellent, 
whats next?

We should return to our homes, and be prepared to wake up with 
news of a Madoff suicide being shoved down our throats.
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“Harvard President and former Goldman Sachs Chairman 
Jim	Greene	has	just	published	his	latest	book,	and	it’s	
already climbing the bestseller lists. Greene, a member of the 
President’s	inner	circle,	makes	the	case	that	America’s	largest	
institutions 
must be trusted with promoting the greatest good for the 
greatest number...”
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We’re proud to make this award to Professor Greene. 

His intellectual accomplishments at Harvard have been 
outstanding, and laid the framework for much of modern 
international finance. The scope of his work is unprecedented. 
Not only has he been a staunch defender of Keynesianism, and 
Efficient Markets Theory, but he has taken a leading role in 
attacking the death penalty, and violence in all forms. 

He has shown the way that very large institutions, both 
governments and corporations, can work together to 
increase the happiness of all of us in society. 

While Professor Greene grew up amongst great wealth, 
he has been the friend of the poor, and his foundation is 
a major contributor to many worthy causes, both in the 
United States and in developing nations.
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If you’re happy, I’m happy

Are you? You act very 
strangely whenever I 
bring him up. Yes, we 
dated, but that was 

years ago. He’s been 
a fantastic friend to 
me and my family ever 

since I was little.

He may be alright as a person ... I 
just can’t agree with his opinions, they 

go against everything I value...

Now, as for the charity, I was 
told there has been a large 

anonymous donation.

Fav you don’t... Thats great 
news. I should head over and 
take care of that then. You 

should also get going. 

Love you too, 
take care.

I love you, I’ll
talk to you later.
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Leaving the Penthouse.

How	do	you	get	to	the	top	floor	of	a	penthouse	apartment	
with top level security, without an appointment? Is it because 
security people are always looking for a scraggly boy who 
looks	like	he	came	from	the	ghetto?	And	not	a	middle	aged	
man	wearing	a	custom	suit?	A	man	whose	face	is	sometimes	
seen	on	the	finance	pages	of	the	Wall	Street	Journal?	

Such a man can easily gain access to places you could not.



22 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

She probably knows all the money comes from me- but she has no 
idea how Madoff really died. She has the good sense to not ask 
too many questions; as long as we keep helping the people we both 
want to help. She knows I came from the ghetto; would she still 
love me if she knew what I had done to get to where I am today?
Does she even really love me now? 
She knows so little about my life.

Of course Gina’s ignorance is a good thing considering the recent 
meeting her uncle and I had. John Thain is one of those very smart 
guys with a massive sense of self- entitlement, and a total lack of 
perspective - a very common breed on Wall Street. The now 
Ex- Chairman of Merrill Lynch hid his company’s losses, which 
destroyed holdings that Favela - and many others - held in Bank 
of America.

Of course, while the company was taking huge losses, Thain felt 
no compunction about paying his driver $230 thousand a year, and 
spending over $1 million on renovating his (already very nice) office, 
including a $35,000 toilet, and a $1,400 trash can, both of which 
were perfect places for Merrill Lynch stock. He also paid $5,000 
for a mirror, to look at his perfectly coiffed image as he raped 
the company.

Thain knew his company was about to report huge losses, and 
before doing so he secretly arranged to have 700 of his partners 
in crime at Merrill paid over $1 million each- “bonuses” for all 
their good work in bringing the company- and the American 
economy- to ruin.

But the one thing that Thain did not know was that Favela was a 
major shareholder in Bank of America, through various investment 
funds and holding companies, and that while Thain might be able to 
escape the wrath of shareholders, the general public, and 
politicians, there was no chance of escaping the wrath of 
this shareholder.
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Value of Merrill Lynch in September, 2007:
$128 billion

Value of Merrill Lynch in Sept. 2008 sale of company to Bank 
of	America:	

$50 Billion

Loss of value of Merrill Lynch from Sept. 2007 - Sept. 2008:

$78 Billion

Compensation to Merrill Lynch CEO John Thain for 2007:

$83,785,021.00
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knock
knock

Who are you?

Oh shit! Get out! Mr Thain, I want 
my money back.

What Money? What are 
you talking about?!

All the money you stole from me, and the other shareholders; 
the money you used to pay for this office; the money you used 

to pay for your driver... but most of all... 
I want to see that toilet- the one I paid so much for.
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I came to see what you’ve done with my 
money? This is a very nice office that 
I’ve paid for. And I hear your driver 
made over $200 grand last year- 

The share price will go back up once we’re through this mess! 
You know the economy is in the toilet!

It’s you who is going to be 
in the toilet! I hear your 
country estate is so big it 
that it has five different 

addresses and spans three 
separate towns. Yes indeed
you have done very well, 

at my expense. 

And then there’s your park avenue 
apartment, and of course, the 
art collection. You won’t have 
any problem giving me all my 

money back.
And you really don’t want your 
head in that expensive toilet, 

now do you?

that happens to be more money than 
families make in a lifetime where I 

come from. I also hear that Merrill 
is going to take a huge write 
down for the 4th quarter- 

yet you my friend, are 
buying $35,000 toilets- 

with my money.

You’re paying 150k a year just 
in property taxes on your little 
country place. I hear it takes 
you 20 minutes to ride your 
fancy horse just from the 
front gate to the back gate. 
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Finding that Thain was resistant to my very sensible
logic, I had to resort to other means.
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The girls

I had known lots of women growing up in Brazil. They were 
beautiful, but often not the best type of women. I was young 
and had no money; then I had some money, but not much 
sense.

I’m	trying	to	do	better	now.	Trying	to	have	a	real	relationship,	
not just sex. But sometimes, still I have to resist the urge to go 
back to my old ways.
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Gina is a perfect girlfriend.

Thanks.

Beautiful, affectionate, hard working, and smart,
though completely oblivious to the violence in my life.

Where are you going 
today? It’s Saturday, 

spend it with me.

I have some things to take 
care of, enjoy today without me.

I don’t need this; I have plenty of money!

No doubt, take it anyways.

People don’t see what they don’t want to see.
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Favela here.

Things are doing fine, 
I don’t even think there is 
going to be an investigation 
regarding Madoff’s death. 

Everyone “knows” it was suicide

Excellent, you’ve done well Alan

Thanks but I’ve already got something 
you aren’t going to like.

Well?
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With all the news regarding 
Madoff’s death, coverage of 
the G-20 summit in London has 

flown under the radar. 

Besides all the time they've 
wasted taking pictures together, 

they’ve tripled the budget of 
the international monetary fund 

to $3.4 trillon. 

What?! Where do they expect 
all this money to come from? 

Tax rates in Europe are 
already sky high

Well, of course most 
of it will end up 

coming from the US.

So they’re going to 
help solve the world’s 

biggest economic 
downturn since the 
great depression, by 
basically taxing the 
US citizens, most of 
whom are already 

in debt from buying 
houses they can’t 

afford?!

Now that Greece has defaulted, 
they still think they can save 
the Euro by bailing out Spain.
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It’s inevitable that someone would 
eventually steal a huge amount of

money from the IMF, and our inside 
investigation is turning up some 

bizarre alliances.

Which are?

It looks like DSK directed very 
large IMF payments to a bunch 

of organizations, some controlled 
by people we know, and he also 

made some smaller but still very 
significant payments to others.

Who did he pay? And why?
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A huge payment went to MF Global; it looks like Jon Corzine 
was trying to hide missing money at this firm. Another big payment 

went to a company controlled by Bernard Tapie, it looks like 
the lawyer in charge at the time was none other than Christine 

Legarde. A much smaller sum went to another IMF staffer, 
a woman who was about to charge DSK with rape.

Now that I think of it, there was a list 
of French political party leaders and IMF 
staffer’s in Madoff’s little black book.
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The black suddenly ended. I slowly faded back in and out of 
consciousness, barely able to move. I couldn’t tell what was 
going on. Last thing I knew I was being attacked by some men. 

What had happened between then and now?

I ached all over, especially my head. I could barely think it 
hurt so bad. I had no idea where I was, and I couldn’t see 
anything. My head was spinning, but as I slowly regained 
consciousness, I was able to figure out where I was.

It was pitch-black and raining. 
I was covered in a slimy substance. Mud?



34 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

My box of shoe-shining supplies was gone. I had nothing but the 
clothes on my back, and even they were torn and ripped. I slowly 
got up, and started walking. After just a few steps a sharp pain 

shot through my leg.

I stumbled out of the alley and into the street. 
My ankle was swollen, and I was missing a shoe. 

From across the street a woman called out to me:

are you okay?

I couldn’t speak, she ran over to me.
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Hello there, 
are you okay?

Wha- where am I?

I saw you get 
dumped out of 
that car. I had 

no idea you 
were a child. 
You are lucky 

to be alive!

I still couldn’t think 
straight, so I sat 

there staring at her.

Do you have a home?

no...

 You look terrible, 
let me help you. Please?

Uhh... Okay?
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I’m not one to believe in luck, however had those scumbags not 
dumped me out of the car at that very moment, at that place, and 
at that time, I would have been a completely different person. 
Most likely a dead person.
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I don’t know why I went with the woman. Normally I simply 
shrugged off help, and just went my own way. 

This time, I didn’t. 
Maybe I was too exhausted and aching to really care one way 
or another. Who was this woman? Why should I trust her?

I’ll never know, but I do know, she did as she promised, She took 
me to her house, allowed me to take a real shower for the first 
time I could remember. She cleaned up all my wounds.

And even made me dinner.

So, you don’t have a home? 
Do you have parents?

Of course I had parents, 
but I never knew them... 
I never had any friends.

No friends? How about 
brothers and sisters?

Just the kids I 
met on the street.

Really? So you’re 
completely alone?
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No, not alone. I have a cat. I 
feed some animals. I have to leave 
here soon and go feed them.

I’ll give you some food for them. 
Nothing goes hungry while I’m around.

I should have asked this 
earlier. What’s your name?

The men I shine shoes 
for call me ‘Favela Boy.

What should I 
call you then?

Just call me Favela. 
I can’t stand being 
called boy. How 
about you? What’s 
your name?

Flora. Have you ever lived 
anywhere but the favelas?

No, but sometimes I go 
to the business district 
to shine shoes. I like to 
stare at the tall buildings, 
especially at night.

Haha, alright then. Now eat up 
Favela you need energy to recover.
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I can remember the taste of that soup like yesterday. It was the 
first real mealI had ever had in my entire life, and by far one of 
the best tasting things I had ever eaten. As Flora cleaned up I 
noticed black and white pictures on the wall. There were many 
pictures, but one stood out to me. There was a picture of her 

at a much younger age, with a man and a boy. They were dressed 
very fancy, in front of an important looking building.

Hey... who are these 
people you are with there?

Oh...

She says nothing for a moment while she looks at the picture.

 That is my husband Carlos, and my son Francisco. My husband was a 
politician. He had a dream to clean up the crime in this city before 

everyone came here for the World Cup in 2014, and then the 
Olympics two years later. He was in charge of building projects, 
like the new stadiums. Everyone tried to bribe him, but he denied 

them all, even though all the other politicians were taking bribes. 
He worked hard, and tried to do business the right way, but . 

Eventually the bribes became threats. I begged him to stop before 
he got hurt, but he refused. He was murdered one day on his way 

home by a gang.

I was devastated, so was 
Francisco. He was 

eighteen at the time, and 
wanted revenge so badly. 
An impossible and suicidal 
task. I pleaded with him, 
and finally calmed him 
down. But, his rage 

couldn’t be suppressed 
for long. After seeing 
a young woman being 
harassed by a gang, 

Francisco got involved. 
There were guns, and 
shooting. My son died, 

and part of me died that day. 
Like you, I have no one left.
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Sorry, it happened many years ago 
but I still feels like yesterday.

i saw someone 
get murdered.

That’s why I was kidnapped. I was running through some back alleys 
to get to my shoe shining spot. I witnessed a murder, and the gang 
saw me. I tried to run but couldn’t. Then I woke up in that alley 
where you found me.

Well please Favela, be careful. Don’t seek revenge here. There 
are too many of them. I don’t want you to end up like my husband 
or son. Enough people have died.

I’ll try 

Listen, I made a bed upstairs 
for you while you were in 
the shower. I’d like it if you 
spent the night here. I won’t 
take no for an answer.
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There was no way I would say no. Not only did I not have 
anywhere else to go to, but this woman was showing me love. 
Something I had had only previously experienced from my cat Sozi, 
and the other animals I fed. She asked me to stay every night from 
then on, until spending the night was a given. But even though this 
lady showed me nothing but love, I was scared and uncomfortable 
at first, as I had learned from the street not to trust people, and
this was so new to me. Everyone I had known before, it was 
obvious what they wanted; money, or drugs, or sex. 

But for the first couple of days, while I was healing, I was too 
tired to object.

After it was clear that I was going to survive . Flora soon asked 
me to work with her at the local charity, called Dark Star. I felt 
better that I could repay her kindness in some way.

Turns out she used her own money to start the charity, which was 
designed to help the poor children of the area. Why she let me 
stay at her house, and not these other children, I’ll never know 
for sure. She was an old woman, and probably felt incomplete 
without any children of her own to raise. Looking back now, I 
think she longed for a child, and maybe that’s why she never 
asked me to leave.

Flora did a lot for me. Besides letting me stay at her house, 
providing meals, and work, she gave me the one thing I now 
value most: an education. Every night after work, she would 
teach. It started out with the basics, such as proper grammar, 
and learning to write in my native Portuguese. At the same time 
she also taught me English, the lingua franca of the business 
world. She hoped that one day I would be able to leave Sao Paulo 
and Brazil and see the world... She taught me math and history. 
She managed to find textbooks through people she helped at the 
charity, which she promptly gave to me to study. Learning became 
an obsession for me, I wanted Flora to be proud of me. 
She especially found me books about business, as she knew that 
I would have to make my own way in the world.I thought at first 
that I would only stay for a few days. A few days became weeks, 
and the weeks became months. 

I ended up living with this lady for almost 4 years.

She thought of me as her son, and I thought of her as my 
mother. 

it wasn’t until I turned 18, the same age as her son when he died, 
that things began to change.
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Favela, I’ve been researching possible 
ties between Strauss-Khan, Jon Corzine, 

Christine Legarde, Madoff, and some others. 
You won’t believe what I’ve uncovered.

Oh? What is it?

We have someone on the inside that went through the hidden 
details on a bunch of IMF expenditures. It turns out various 

corrupt US, Brazilian and French government officials invested
money that they stole from the International Monetary Fund 
with Madoff. Or, rather, they thought they were investing the 
money, but Madoff was mostly spending it, and using it to pay 

off early “investors.” Classic pyramid scheme.

So they stole from the IMF, 
Madoff stole from them.

They thought that Madoff was a safe, 
low profile place to stash their stolen 

cash. They didn’t want investments 
that might get traced back to them.
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Since so many of the 
investors, including 
our friends at the 

IMF, were not supposed 
to be wealthy, they cannot 
ever admit to having had, 

or lost, the money.

Well Alan, this information is exactly what we 
needed. This is much larger than I thought. 
I’m going to go home and think about our 

next course of action here.

Sounds good Favela, 
I’ll see you tomorrow.

We’re never going to be 
able to find that $65 billion, 
but at least we know where 
it went and who was involved.

However, people investigating Madoff 
would have never looked at the IMF unless 
they found this book. He was very good at 

hiding things, although I’m still surprised he 
was able to hide it this long, and so much 

money; we’re talking billions here.



45 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

Favela, I need 
to talk to you.

Yes dear? 
What is it?

I’ve heard about the
 swirlies you gave my 

Uncle John. Why 
didn’t you tell me?

I realize that Thain is your uncle, 
but this really had nothing to do 
with you. He stole money from me 

and other Merrill Lynch 
shareholders, and he needed 

to pay the price.

But you know how much I 
dislike him, I’m not upset 

about what you did to him... 
I’m disappointed that you 

couldn’t tell me.

Next time I go to 
teach a family member
 of yours a lesson, 

I’ll be sure to tell you.
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Alright, alright. You’re still coming 
to Dark Star’s charity event in a 

few weeks right? These late night 
work-sessions you have been 

pulling lately make me nervous.

Don’t worry about me. I have been 
busy lately, but in no way would I 

miss your charity dinner.

Good Fav, it wouldn’t be the 
same without you there. 

Anyways, since you are home 
a little earlier than usual 
you can watch Jim Greene’s 
interview on positive press 
with me, it starts in just a 

few minutes!
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Oh... well listen I really 
should be heading to bed. 
I’ve had a rough few days...

Fav, please. It won’t 
take long at all. It 
would mean a lot to 

me, especially 
considering we haven’t 

spent much time 
together in a while.

I know, 
I’m sorry 

...okay, I’ll watch it.

Great!
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Positive Press: Professor, tell us about your current view of the 
financial markets, and the world in general.

Greene: Well, obviously, we live in volatile and often troubling 
times, and during these times, the proper functioning of large 
institutions, both public and private sector, is crucial.

Positive Press: Many observers, and citizens in general, are 
troubled by the huge amounts of money which are being used to 
subsidize institutions like the IMF, the World Bank, and central 
banks around the world, and also, how little transparency these 
institutions have. With falling real incomes, should we continue 
raising taxes to fund huge public institutions,and continue bailing 
out the ones that were supposed to be private?

Greene: I think that only the really large national and 
international institutions have the critical mass necessary to 
address the huge, and often far reaching, challenges of our 
times. The best and the brightest men and women, from our 
leading educational institutions, are the leaders of these 
institutions; President Obama from Harvard Law School; 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg was trained at Harvard 
Business School, just to name two prominent examples. The 
great investment banks like Goldman Sachs recruit only from 
the leading business schools. I’m proud to be part of the 
process of educating the best and the brightest. We have to 
do whatever is necessary to support these people and the 
institutions they lead.
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Positive Press: You have argued in the past that the age of the 
entrepreneur, the individual, and the small organization have 
passed. Why is this so?

Greene: As society has evolved, so has complexity. Every issue; 
moral, financial, legal, political; now involves the global village; 
the issues are simply too complicated for individuals, or small 
institutions, to be able to correctly make sophisticated decisions 
taking into account the myriad variables involved. In the way we 
live now, bigger is better. In stock and bond markets, most 
trades are generated in micro seconds based on computer 
programs. The markets are remarkably efficient, translating 
information into security prices in seconds. Only institutions
like Goldman Sachs, on the private side, and the Federal Reserve, 
on the public side, have the resources and collective brainpower 
to deal effectively with modern financial markets, and other 
complex systems.
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Positive Press: There’s been much talk about a Brazilian trader, 
known only as Favela, who rose from nothing, has no formal 
education, works with a tiny staff, and yet has managed to make 
a huge fortune on Wall Street.

Greene: I’ve heard of him, but individuals like that are worth 
far less attention than they receive. His success thus far may 
just have been luck; in any event, he’s a drop in the ocean; 
people like him have no effect on the great issues or 
institutions of the day.

Positive Press: Well, perhaps, but he seems to be making big 
changes on Wall Street, firing overpaid CEOs and cutting 
corporate expenses; shareholders seem to love him.
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Greene: He’s a passing fad; just another old style corporate 
raider, an anachronism. What we need now is cooperation and 
conciliation, not his sort of confrontational antics.

Positive Press: You’re known as far more than a leading finance 
and economics professor; you’re regarded as a sort of modern 
day Renaissance man. So we’d like to pay a little game regarding 
your interests outside of finance. We call it Best and Worst; 
your favorite and least favorite in various categories. I know 
you’re a serious reader, so let’s start with books?

Greene: Well, of course, in finance, Keynes’s General Theory 
of Growth will always be relevant. Anything by John Kenneth 
Galbraith. Marx is out of fashion now, but Das Capital has an 
amazing array of insights, as does the work of Freud. On a 
personal level, Proust’s A Remembrance of Things Past is one 
of my favorite books.

Positive Press: And worst?

Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged is the sort of book that should never 
have been published; it just feeds the misguided intellects of 
the lunatic fringe.

Positive Press: How about Art?

Greene: Of course, Damien Hirst is a genius who has changed art. 
I also collect works by Julian Schnabel. In general, the more 
abstract the better. The age of representative art has long passed, 
and I, for one, was glad to see it go.
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Positive Press: Well thank you 
Professor Greene for your time. 
Viewers, if you would like to purchase 
Professor Greene’s book the....

I’m going to 
bed now

Fav... I’m sorry, 
I didn’t know-

Its okay, we’ll talk later, 
but right now I am very tired.
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He’s digging around 
the IMF now

How do you know?

We have an insider

Who?

You don’t 
need to know.

What does he know 
about Goldman?

You’re being paranoid.
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I had been working at Flora’s Dark Star for many years. 
Knowing most of the surrounding restaurants and shops 

very well. Dark Star was responsible for turning this 
neighborhood around, helping many of the poor kids to 

become educated. Just a few years ago this was a dangerous 
and poor area, and the gangs mostly left it alone; there 
was nothing to steal. But as the area grew and prospered, 

the gangs saw opportunity. They demanded protection money. 
‘Protection from who?’ shopkeepers would ask... it was 

protection from the gangs themselves. You had to pay them, 
or be robbed and attacked. They even began to show up 
around Dark Star, but Flora and I managed to keep them 
at bay. Our neighbor Felipe, who had a modest but very 

popular toy store, wasn’t so lucky. He was harassed weekly, 
then daily. It was a Thursday evening. Dark Star had just 
finished its evening dinner service feeding those who 

otherwise would go hungry. I was taking out the trash 
behind the building in the alley, when I heard Felipe arguing 

with someone next door.

Listen man, I’m sick of 
playing games with you. 
If you want to stay in 
business you need to 
start paying – now! 

You’ll regret it if you don’t.

Just leave me alone! 
What did I ever do to you?
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Felipe was a nice kind man, 
and I wasn’t going to let 
him be harassed without 
a fight. 

I went over to them.

Hey, leave this man alone. 
What right do you have 

to come around here and 
tell him what to do?

Who the hell are 
you to come into 
our conversation?

I’ve heard of you guys, 
you steal from the 

innocent hard working 
people. Too lazy to go 
make your own money?

Stay the hell out of 
our business or I’ll 
deal with you next!
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As I got closer, I finally saw his 
face. It was one of the men who 

had kidnapped me almost 4 years ago.

Hey, kid....you look familiar...
have I kicked your ass before? 

Or maybe I did your sister, 
or your mother?

Just leave.

Yeah, I remember you now. 
I thought we finished you a 

long time ago. 

Just shut up and 
leave us alone.

He pulled out a knife and 
ran at me; I didn’t expect 
him to attack so soon and 

so violently.

Glad to get 
the chance to 

finish the job now.
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I wasn’t the boy I was 4 
years ago. I easily dodged 
him and kicked him in the 
stomach. He fell, hard, 

onto his face.
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Little did I realize though, was the two men who were coming 
from behind me. They were the other men who I had seen 

murder that man. They easily overwhelmed me and dragged me down.

The man I had kicked got back up and began to repeat what 
I had done to him: Kicking me in the face and stomach. This 
was like a flashback to the nightmare that was my reality 

so many years ago.

Except this time I 
had Flora and Felipe.



60 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

bangbang

I stood up, grabbed a pipe, and ran 
after them, just close enough 

to clobber one in the back. He let 
out a scream of pain before he 

finally slipped out of reach. 

I dove behind some garbage cans, thinking they had shot at me.

One of them popped out of the 
back of the car carrying a 

pistol, and he fired a volley of 
shots back at us as the other 

men climbed inside.

Some gunshots went off. I heard one of the men snarl 
as he let go of me. They began to run for their car, but 

Felipe kept shooting.

bang

bang

bang
bang
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As I turned to look 
behind me, I went cold.
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Fav, whats 
wrong?

Nothing, I'm fine.

You sure?

Yeah, don't worry about it, 
I'm going to get some air.

Gasp
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I know what I have to do.
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Favelas are incredibly violent, lawless places, where murder 
is common. Criminals kill each other, and the police kill 
criminals.	It’s	all	a	fight	to	the	death:
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No one comes to us; as I turn to take in the scene 
I see why; the place is packed, with many people just 

sitting around, even on the floor.

She needs help!
She's been shot!
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Just then a man came in, surrounded by several men and women. 
I thought that maybe I recognized him from newspaper photos. 
He was obviously rich; well dressed, as were all the people 
around him. I saw a big black limousine outside; it had driven 
right up onto the curb to let these people out near the door. 
Then I saw medical staff quickly gathering around the man. I had 
no idea if he would live or die, but, unlike everyone else, he was 
getting a lot of attention, and getting it very quickly.

At that moment I realized that I would never beg for help again. 
I would do anything to help Flora, but she would already have 
been getting the right treatment if I had been rich. Of course, 
I had always known that the rich had much easier lives, but in that 
moment things crystallized in my mind – I would become rich and 
be able to protect those that depended on me. And nothing 
would stop me.
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Sir, can I speak 
with you alone?

We've stitched up the 
wound, but her blood

is thin and not clotting.

Whats that mean?

 Its not good. Unless 
it stops, she's going 
to slowly bleed to 

death internally.

 is there anything 
you can do?

 We've done everything 
we possibly can. I'm sorry.
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Favela, I know this is it 
for me. I've had a long 
life, and I'm glad I was 

able to share these past 
few years with you. 

 I’ll do everything I can.

I'm leaving what I have to you Fav, it’s 
not much, but I know you’ll use it well.

I vow revenge against the gang 
member who did this to you.

Favela! No, please. They're 
stronger than you think. 
I don't want you to end 

up like my son...

I hope you can still run the 
charity without me, please do 

everything you can for it. 
You will be the only hope for 

many poor children.
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You need to step back from things and 
see the bigger picture. There are things 

you can't just do alone.

Please Favela, PLEASE don't go 
after them. Promise me you won’t.

I... I promise I’ll always 
try to do the right thing.

HELP! NURSE!

The politicians employ the 
gangs, and there are very 

powerful people who control 
the politicians. The entire 

system is corrupt.
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She's unconscious, but she's still alive. 
There's nothing we can do.

I stayed by her bedside for the next 7 hours

She died the following morning.
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Notable	Goldman	Sachs	Alumni:

Robert Rubin
-	Left	Goldman	to	become	Bill	Clinton’s	Treasury	Secretary
- Ex-chairman of Citigroup, where he received $126 million in cash and stock compensa- tion during 
a period in which Citigroup was basically run into the ground, requiring a vast government bailout 
engineered by none other than Hank Paulson.

Hank Paulson
- The former Goldman CEO and treasury secretary under George Bush who engineered the early 
stages of the bailout. Paulson was recruited to the Bush White House by Joshua Bolten, George W. 
Bush’s	Chief	of	Staff.

Joshua Bolten
-	George	W.	Bush’s	Chief	of	Staff	from	2006	to	2008;	previously	the	deputy	chief	of	staff.	-	Worked	
for	Goldman,	in	their	London	office	(94-99).

Jon Corzine
-	Head	of	fixed	income	trading	who	many	blamed	for	Goldman’s	trading	losses
- Co-CEO of Goldman. He then used his vast fortune to buy a senate seat, but not enjoy- ing that he 
decided to run for governor of New Jersey, where he was just as ineffective as he had been 18
in the senate.

George	Herbert	Walker	the	4th
- Second cousin of former president George W. Bush, and a former partner and managing director at 
Goldman.
Mark Carney

-	Worked	for	Goldman	Sachs	for	13	years	in	their	offices	in	London,	Tokyo,	New	York,	and	Toronto	
before becoming head of the central bank of Canada
Neel T. Kashkari

-	Was	a	Vice	President	of	Goldman	Sachs	before	joining	the	treasury	and	becoming	As-	sistant	
Secretary	of	the	Treasury	for	Financial	Stability,	where	he	led	the	program	to	buy	troubled	financial	
assets	under	the	TARP	program;	$10	billion	of	this	was	allocated	to	his	former	employer.

Robert Zoellick
- Current president of the World Bank. He was the United States Deputy Secretary of State and U.S. 
Trade	Representative.	He	has	previously	served	as	Senior	International	Advisor	to	Goldman	Sachs.

Malcolm Turnbull
-	Worked	for	Goldman	as	chairman	and	managing	director	for	Australia	from	1997	to	2001.	He	was	
leader	of	the	opposition	and	parliamentary	leader	of	the	Australian	Liberal	Party	in	2009,	and	has	
served	in	the	Australian	House	of	Representatives	since	2004.	Reuben	Jeffery	III
-	Under	Secretary	of	State	for	Economic,	Business,	and	Agricultural	Affairs	(2007-	)	

Romani Prodi
-	Prime	Minister	of	Italy	twice	(1996-1998	and	2006-2008)	and	President	of	the	European	
Commission	(1999-2004)
Mario Draghi

- Governor of the Bank of Italy (2006- )

Massimo Tononi
-	Italian	deputy	treasury	chief	(2006-2008)	in	Goldman	in	the	depths	of	the	financial	crisis,
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Good morning 
Alan.

Hello Sir

Lets talk.

I've realized that this entire 
situation has become far 

too large for us to handle 
alone. 

We need to find a way 
to get information 
about corruption 

out to the public in 
a credible way.
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Gina, we need to talk.

About what?

Please, sit down.

Listen, you know I love a 
good fight. You know 

how much I hate 
corporate and 

government greed 
and corruption.

Of course.

Well, I came across some information. Some dangerous 
and important information. There are people who 

would kill to stop this from becoming public.

What?! What is it?
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That's not important now. 
The important thing is I 

get this out to the public. 
They need to see what 

goes on behind the closed 
doors of corrupt 

government offices 
and major corporations.

I don't understand. 
How are you going 

to get this out?

I am going to publish 
everything anonymously, online.

Okay, I trust you; I know you’ll 
be careful. But I need to know 
Dark Star will be safe, we have 
an upcoming dinner soon. Your 
work could disrupt many of the 

high profile people whose 
donations we are relying on. 

Obviously, I can’t count on Uncle 
John’s donation any more. It may 
seem small to you right now, but 
we’ve been working on this dinner 
for a year, and without it we won’t 

have money to help a lot of 
the kids.

 I promise everything with the charity will be 
safe, and your upcoming dinner will be fine.

Favela, I know you love a good 
fight, but ... please be careful.
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The Meetup
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Are you okay? 
You seem distraught.

Its about Favela, 
I need some advice.

Anything for you.

He’s been acting very strangely lately. He usually works very 
secretly, but he’s been talking... I’m afraid he has some 

information that is going to have some sort of huge impact..

 What kind of 
information?

I can’t really say, I don’t 
know much. I think he is 
going to expose some 

people in the government 
who have been doing deals 

with people on Wall 
Street....not normal deals, 

but secret, dirty deals. 
...and I don’t mean vague 
ideas. It sounds like he 
has a very specific list, 

with names... 
things they’ve done...
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He always has had this ego, he 
thinks he can change the world. 
He doesn’t realize how small he 
is compared to what is going on.

Jim, I’m just worried he’ll 
be hurt. You have a good 
name, you know all the 
inside people; is there 
something going on?

I’d do a lot of things for you 
Gina, but I can’t talk about that. 
The economy, and the country, 
are in dangerous places right 
now. Some things are going to 

be done that....well, Favela 
won’t like them... 

You wouldn’t have 
to worry if you had 
just stayed with me...

Fav is a big boy, and he’ll 
make his own decisions. 

But you should make sure 
he does nothing rash... 

for his own protection.... 
I’m sorry he’s putting 

you in this position... but...
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The first day of Daily Outrage. Favela anonymously reports his 
findings on the ties between Bernie Madoff and senior officials 
at the IMF. Favela posts the story documenting the investments 
from senior IMF officials to Madoff’s funds on the new Daily 
Outrage blog and personally calls his media contacts to alert 
them to the story. Because everyone who knows him knows that 

Favela never does anything halfway, and is a man to be taken 
seriously, they pay attention. Within hours the media is all 

over the story.

The following day, Christine Legarde resigns as head of the IMF. 
The IMF announces it is investigating “alledged misallocations 

of funds”. Jon Corzine and John Thain can’t be located. 
Goldman Sachs denies any involvement.
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THIS IS AN OUTRAGE! We need to 
act soon. Favela is exposing all 
sorts of people who can come 
back on us, and I don't think 

he's done yet.

I understand sir. We can get to 
Favela; we have lots of people 
in the media who love to do us 

favors; let them carry our water.

Do whatever you 
need to. He has 
to be stopped.

Don't worry Sir, we're 
going to tear Favela apart.

What are the Goldman
people doing?

They’re going to find a way to squeeze 
his short positions; They’re taking the 
opposite side of his trades; they’ll try 
to find if he has margin positions; they 
secretly own his prime broker; they’ll 
give him the margin call of his life.



80 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

Fav, check this out 

What is it?

Its bad. You're in the paper. Someone 
knows what you're doing, and they're 

out to get you. They‘re planting stories
 to discredit you.

I’m not surprised; do 
they really know anything?

I'm not sure, but media speculation in the city is out 
of control. Its all over the tabloids. They’re calling 
you a Brazilian drug lord, an insider trading king, a 
Mafia kingpin – any thing they can throw out there.

 Then it’s someone powerful, 
who has influence over 

these publications.

Yes. But that’s not all –
there’s something much 

worse. They’re been 
strange movements in 

the markets; particularly 
with your short positions; 
almost all those stocks 

are way up. It almost looks 
like someone knows what 
your short positions are, 

and is trying to 
squeeze you.

Fine, let them come at me. This won't 
stop us. Lets steal their thunder. 
The next issue of daily outrage I 

shall expose myself.

You sure you're up for this?

There is no turning back now.



81 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig



82 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

I know Flora wanted me to stay 
out of trouble, but I can't. 

I couldn’t give up now. 
I needed to find Felipe.

I have been a fighter 
my entire life. Unless 
I act now, these gangs 

will continue to 
harass me until the 
day I die. Whats the 
difference if I die 
fighting them now, 
or die after I have 

been walked all over? 
I’d rather die on my 
feet than live on my 

knees.
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I talked to him that day. 
Apparently they had been 
harassing Felipe for a 
while. They demanded 

money for their 
protection, and Felipe 
has refused to make
extortion payments.

Favela, I'm sorry for your loss, and sincerely 
thank you for your help, but I don't want to 

be involved. Especially after what has happened.

 I understand.

 I am going to give in. 
I have a family to feed, 
its not worth trying to 
fight. This neigborhood 
that flora worked so 

hard to nurture is 
going to be stripped 

and raped of its charm 
by these gangs. I 
realize now that 

resisting them will only
prolong the process...

Well I am 
going to fight.

Son, good 
luck to you.

 Sadly for Felipe, his business was burned to the ground that very 
night. I knew it was the gangs, but as to what would happen to 
Felipe I could only speculate. I never heard from him again.

These men needed to be stopped. And I had a plan.
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Favela... its gotten worse. Not only has 
speculation about you become more intense 
and personal, they're attacking the charity.

So they found out I was behind 
Dark Star...They’re smarter than 

I thought. 

I have no idea. I'm sure 
Gina has already heard...

I promised her nothing would 
happen to Dark Star. What are 

they saying about it?

Well, they're saying that you run these children’s charities, and 
not only do you exploit them, you are turning them into 

anti-American groups. The titles they have given are 'USA Hatred' 
'Terrorist Development' and 'Slave Labor Camps'. They’re also 

saying you funnel the money from donations to yourself

 well, that’s a good one, seeing 
as how I’m the major donor. But, 
overall, ...Disgusting! I need to 
call Gina and talk to her. Alan, 

The Daily Outrage goes out, TONIGHT.

Yes Sir!

...or, they have someone inside our 
operations....I have always tried to 
keep my charitable activities secret. 

How did they find out?
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Gina, I...

Favela! What has happened! 
This is terrible!

 Listen. I’m going to get these bastards. Don't you worry. 

 Favela, I don't want you to get hurt. 
Please, you need to get out of the spotlight.

I can't do that. This news needs to 
go out. I'm sorry, but you need to 
trust me. Tomorrow morning the 

lights will really be bright.

As for Dark Star, I will personally buy 
every plate to your dinner if I have to.
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Excellent work. I think he has 
gotten the point. Only a fool 

would keep going after us now, 
and Favela is no fool.

Thank you sir.

Send him a message; let him 
know that this is only the 
beginning if any more of 
our business is exposed

Glady, I'll even personally 
deliver the message.
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Huh? What is this?
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I went back to Flora's house. There was no reason for me to hide 
this address, as Flora, the one I had always tried to protect, was 
now gone. And I planned to go as soon as I took care of this bit 
of business, although I hoped to leave this place, not this world. 

But, one way or the other, I would be gone from here...

I had gotten the gang leader’s number from Felipe, and I was 
prepared to deal with them directly, in the only sort of language 

they understood. The plan was to get them to come over
to Flora’s house. 

From there I would ambush them somehow, and 
put an end to their worthless lives. I had no 

regrets, no qualms. Instead of being afraid or 
hesitant, I saw my plan more clearly and calmly 

than I had seen anything before.
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Hello?

But now, I had to call them... at the 
time this may have been the most 
difficult thing I ever had to do. 

Despite my sense of peace with my 
plan, I knew that as soon as heard 
their voices, I would have a hard 

time controlling my anger. In fact, 
just thinking of them made my hands 

tremble. Not to mention I had to make 
the lies I was about to say sound 
convincing. Somehow I managed to 

call them.
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I have a few kilos 
of coke, and I need 
someone to move it 

for me.

Wha... who is this?
Who gave you my number?

All you need to know 
is that I have the coke, 

and I’ll split 60/40.

Where are you?

I gave them Flora’s address, 
knowing that they would be 
too greedy to pass up the 

chance for this much cocaine, 
and knowing that they had no 
intention of doing any deal.

They would come over, torture 
me if necessary to find the 
cocaine, and then take it. But 
they were in for a surprise.
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I hid outside the house. Once they got inside I set it on fire; 
as they ran out they faced me with a gun in my hand.
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It was then they realized who I was...

...and I showed them no mercy. A shot for Flora...
a shot for Felippe...and a few more for good measure.
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It’s	a	transmitter	sir,	must	be	connected	to	
your	computers	and	phones.	I’m	not	sure	
how they got it onto Sozi, but now we 
know	why	they	are	aware	of	what	we’ve	
been up to.
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Hey, whats up?

Fav, listen. We’ve got a problem; all the 
headlines about you are hurting the 
charity; we’re getting phone calls 

canceling reservations for the dinner.

I promised you nothing would 
happen, I knew that they were 
ruthless, but not that they 
would stoop to trying to 
undermine a kid’s charity.

 I don't know what to do anymore. Whats next? 
Our Families? Our friends? This needs to stop!

Gina, I realize you’re upset. But no harm will 
come to us, or anyone close to us. I’m 

about to go on the offensive.

Favela, sometimes you just can't 
take on the world by yourself.

Actually, I’ve been 
taking the world 
on my whole life...
i’ve learned all it 
takes is a couple 

people to set 
things in motion 
and their plan to 

hurt us will 
collapse... I'm 

going to talk to 
Alan and fix this. 

I promise you.

Fav, your promises 
don’t mean anything...
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Gina, what are 
you talking about?

A few days ago I called Jim, 
I hate to say it but he’s right. 
You don’t care about anyone 

but yourself. Everyone around 
you is suffering because 

of your ego.

You’re lucky you have Alan 
who listens to your every 

word, but what if he is 
killed because of your 

antics? What if I am killed?

You won’t be hurt.

What about Flora?
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I hear things...people from 
your past have approached me... 
You are never around anymore, 

I thought you were cheating on me.

Flora was murdered by 
gangs, it had nothing 

to do with me.

Well..I heard... if you 
didn’t try to save that 
old shopkeeper next 

door... Flora may 
have never been killed.

Gina... you know I love you. 
I would never let anyone 

hurt you. This was years ago, 
I made a mistake, and I’ve paid 
for it my whole life. I need 

you to trust me.

 Fav... I don’t know if I can. I don’t 
know what you’re involved in these 
days....I hear all sorts of rumors.

Listen to me...not to them...
and right now, I need people 
around me who are allies, 

not attacking me.

What... how do you 
know about her?
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That night Alan and I devised a plan to answer their accusations, 
and to throw out a few of our own We worked through the 
night and published a full background of Favela’s history on 

DailyOutrage.com. We didn’t lie or gloss over the past. We 
admitted that Favela had dealt harshly with those who needed 
to be punished, although we didn’t go into details. Favela was 
no angel; in his youth he had used drugs and bought women, 
but had never done anything he was truly ashamed of; in all 

his personal life and his business dealings, he had 
never used force or fraud. we decided to tell the whole

 story, at least as best we could in a rush.
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We also used this time to launch 
taxpayertreasurehunt.com, which 

we had been developing for 
months. The object was to 

uncover where all the federal 
money had really gone from the 
trillions spent on big business 
bailouts during and after the 
financial crisis. One thing we 

discovered, almost by accident, 
was that while Obama was blasting 
corporate chiefs and others for 
their greed, he was spending about 
$2 billion a year on his personal 
upkeep; the Air Force jets, the 

helicopters, the massive 
communications offices, the 
non-stop travel, the overpaid 

Secret Service personnel.

Much of this spending had been classified to keep it from the 
public, and it was a tangled mess, but it turns out the Commander 

in Chief was also the Hypocrite in Chief; the spending was 
unbelievable. 

And though we had not finished digging, 
we also have some leads that would really 
blow up Washington. Not only had much of 

the money been wasted, but billions had also 
ended up in offshore bank accounts.
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The next day...

Turns out the media is 
in quite a frenzy now.

Bloggers are going crazy, and 
major media outlets have stopped 

attacking you, and instead are 
trying to figure out what 

taxpayertreasurehunt.com is saying; 
whether Obama could really be 

spending $2 billion a year on himself.
Also, people seem to be fascinated 
by the story of your background, 

especially some of the lurid details. 
They’re seeing you as flawed, but 

real and honest. And Obama as the 
massive fraud we’ve always known 
him to be. For the first time in a 
while the headlines aren't about 

the accusations against you, they're 
about the accusations about Obama, 
and Goldman. . Looks like you might 
be out of the spotlight for a while.

At least until the dinner... 
Gina will be pleased.
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Attention everyone, the dinner will begin in a few minutes. 
Please take your seats.

Also, each of you has a little goody bag on 
your chair; it has a few things we hope you’ll 
enjoy, including some special limited edition 
tee shirts that make quite astatement! Now 
that he’s become so notorious, we’ve even 
included one with Favela’s picture! On that 
note, please enjoy your meals, and thank 

you again!

Welcome to this years Dark Star Benefit Dinner. I would like to 
thank you for your contributions to the foundation, and the 
amazing opportunities you have all given to the poor children 

of the world. We are fortunate to have some of these children 
present tonight, and they would love to personally thank you 

for your help. Please consider saying hello.
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Great job 
honey.

Thanks!

Hey, Mr. Favela, I think i 
should tell you something.

Yes, ? What is it? 
What’s your name?

I’m Rico; I live at the big house 
with the other kids. But I 

wanted to tell you that there 
is this man who hangs around 
the grounds of our house all 

the time. 

He never talks to 
anyone, just kinda 
stares at us, pokes 
around. If he sees 
us watching him he 
runs off, but then 
comes back later.
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I see, why haven't you told Gina or 
anyone at the house; I know we have 
some people watching over you there.
 I'm sure they could scare him off, 

or we could call in the police. We can 
discuss this later. 

Well, here's the 
thing. He’s here.

Really? (Not really 
believing him, knowing 

the boy is autistic)

Yeah, he was starting at you, but then he disappeared.

What does he look like?

He looks weird. He has 
cold eyes. He doesn’t smile.

 I see, thank you for 
your help. Go back and 
sit down with the other 

kids, and keep it 
secret, okay?

Okay.
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Honey, there is a man over there, Grey 
suit, green tie. Any idea who he is?

No... I've never seen him in my life.

Okay, listen, something is up. I'll explain it 
to you later, I need to look into this.

Uhh... Fav, you’re 
making me nervous.

Love you.
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ARRRRGGG!
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huff 

huff
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Although I had inherited some money from Flora, I didn’t really 
know what do with myself. I had some money, but I kept shining 
shoes for some of my regular old customers. They were nice to 
me, and gave me nice tips when they were feeling good. One day I 
overheard two men talking about a company that was going to be 
bought; it was an oil drilling company that had just discovered 
vast reserves of oil off the coast. They were talking about how 
they had bought the shares before the announcement, and how 
the stock would skyrocket when it was announced. I asked, with a 
laugh, if they could buy some shares for me. The guy laughed, and 
said, sure Fav, you just bring me 20,000 reals tomorrow and I’ll 
buy you some shares. Of course, he thought there was no way I 
could really bring that much money. But I went to the bank and 
withdrew a part of the money I inherited from Flora. When I 
brought the money to the businessman the next morning he was 
shocked. But also a little afraid; I think he thought it was drug 
money, or from one of the gangs. I expected him to laugh, but 
he didn’t. He looked at me for a long minute. Then he took the 
money and told me to come back tomorrow . I really had no idea 
what to expect, but when I came back he told me to see some guy, 
and gave me his address, and told me to go there in a week. Then 
he told me to see another guy, a tailor, before I saw the first guy.

It was very confusing, and I really had no idea what to expect, but 
I did what he told me to do. The tailor looked me up and down 
when I came in his little shop; then started measuring me. It seems 
like he was expecting me. I had shined shoes for plenty of wealthy 
businessmen, so I knew what they looked like, and I had even 
dreamed about looking like them. When I left the shop I felt very 
strange wearing the new clothes, but I went straight to the 
address my client had given me.
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When I appeared at the address in the heart of the financial 
district I gave my name, and the name I had been told to ask for. 
I thought they might laugh at me, and shoo me away, but this was 
the man with Flora’s money, or, now, my money. A very pretty woman
– I know now she was a secretary, but I didn’t even know what a 
secretary was back then – took me to a huge, luxurious space; it 
was this man’s office. The man greeted me gently, with a searching 
look, and told me that he had been given the money to invest by my 
shoeshining client, and that he ran some sort of investment fund; 
I later learned it was a very successful hedge fund. They had 
invested my 20,000 reals in the stock, and it had doubled the first 
day of the announcement about the oil wells, and was still going 
up. The man said he could give me all my money now, or I could 
leave it with him and he would invest it for me. I told him I would 
have to think about it.

During the next couple days I wondered around in a daze, amazed 
at having made so much money, so quickly and easily. I wondered 
if it was real, or if the men were really trying to fool me in some 
way, like the gangs would do. I asked some of my other shoeshine 
clients if they had heard of this investment man, and they were 
amazed that I had met him; he was very secretive and only managed 
money for some of Sao Paulo’s wealthiest families. I had no idea 
why he would invest what was a huge amount of money for me, but 
I knew must be a tiny amount for him. So I made an appointment to 
go back to see him again.
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I just asked him, why are you investing this little bit of money? He 
told me that at first when the other man had approached him about 
investing this money, he thought it might be from the gangs, and he 
was hesitant. But he looked into it, in the small world of Sao Paulo 
business and politics, and he heard something of my story; how I 
had lived with Flora, and stood up to the gangs. It turns out he 
had known Flora’s husband and son, and had tried to help them, 
but could not prevent their deaths.

I had become something of a local legend, without even trying or 
realizing it. Then he offered the deal that would change my life. 
He said that he had two boys, who he loved but, like all rich kids 
in Sao Paulo, they were very spoiled. If I would teach his kids about
my life in the favelas, so they could have some understanding of 
how other people in the city lived, he would teach me about 
investing, and I could be an intern at his firm. I jumped at the 
opportunity, wanting to learn about what seemed like a miracle to 
me; how money could come so quickly and easily, although I had 
no idea what an “intern” was, or did. I thought I might still be 
shining shoes at his office.

In fact, I did not have to shine shoes, but making money didn’t turn 
out to be all that quick or easy, but I did make a fortune. I was 
taught about value investing, and studied the work of many famous 
investors, as well as my boss. I studied Warren Buffett, but also 
less famous investors, like Joel Greenblatt and Andrew Redleaf. 
But along the way I also learned that the financial world could 
be as corrupt as the gangs, although in far more complicated 
ways. I learned that, even though the Sao Paulo market was 
booming, and there was plenty of money to be made, the real 
heart of the world economy was the US, and the heart of finance 
was Wall Street. I soon met many wealthy Brazilians that lived part 
of the year in Manhattan, and all the things that fascinated me; 
fashion, publishing, art, finance; seemed to be based in New York. 
So, after spending a few years working with my mentor in Sao Paulo 
(who, to this day, wants to remain out of the spotlight) I took 
everything I had earned in Brazil and relocated to New York City. 
I vowed that one day I would be back, to clean up Sao Paulo once 
and for all. 

I made a fantastic fortune on wall street, but like Sao Paulo, there 
was plenty of corruption. I continued to fight corruption on Wall 
Street, and and refocused my efforts in Brazil to helping the 
children of the Favelas. I made a point of legally adopting the 
name I had been given in my youthful poverty, to remind me of 
where I came from. 
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Economies in most of the western 
world are crumbling. The Euro has 
disintegrated...gold is skyrocketing..
everyone thought the dollar would 
be the reserve currency, but even 
that seems to be crumbling...all 
the treasury holders are getting 

very nervous...maybe it’s finally time 
for a real, fundamental change...

Alan, I have an idea that can really change things, in 
a big way. We need to talk to the Chinese about this.
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FORMULA	FOR	UNI,	NEW	CURRENCY	OF	INTERNATIONAL	TRADE

The	Uni	is	a	floating	currency	with	a	constantly	shifting	market	
value based on the relative values of its index components: Selection of 
components 
includes both relative GDP, population, current use in international trade, growth 
environment and other factors:

·        US Dollar – 10%
·        Euro – 5%
·								Chinese	Yuan	–	4%
·								Japanese	Yen	–	3%
·        Brazilian Real – 1%
·        United Kingdom Pound – 1%
·        Indian Rupee   - 1%

Currency basket – 25% of index

Debt market indexes:
 
Corporate Equity Indexes
·        SP 500 (US) – 5%
·        Bovespa (Brazil) – 1%
·        FTSE 100 (UK) – 2%
·								DAX	(Germany)	–	1%
·        Nikkei 225 (Japan) – 2%
·        Hang Seng (Hong Kong) – 2%
 
Total	Equity	Basket	–	14%

Commodities:

·        Oil – 10%
·        Gold – 5%
·        Wheat – 5%
·        Soybeans – 5%

Commodities Basket – 20 % of index

Real Estate

Composite of Residential housing indexes for major international cities – 
London/New	York/Paris/Bejing/Sao	Paulo/Mexico	City/Tokyo/Los	Angeles	–	
10%
Composite of Commercial real estate indexes for cities above – 10%
Total Real Estate in index – 20%
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He's working 
on something 
big, but we 

can't find out 
what it is. My 

source seems 
to have stopped 
transmitting...

Maybe you’ll have 
to take harder 

measures with her.

No, I can’t do that. If we lose her 
then we have nothing. I don’t even 
think she knows anything... that’s 

how secret this project is.
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Then trace his mail, 
bug his phones, 
copy his emails!

We’ve tried, he’s 
being extremely 

careful with 
whatever it is 

he is organizing.

Then you’ll just have to do 
something he won’t expect. 
Something new, something 
strange... I have an idea.
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Europe has unraveled in recent months. 

Greece has defaulted on their debt, although 
they pretended it wasn’t a default. On the surface, 
things seem calm, but they’re really only a short 

step away from panic. Spain, Italy, Portugal; 
they’re dominos waiting to fall.
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Stock markets around the world are crashing, 
but France is really in trouble. Not only do 
French banks have billions lent out to Spain, 

Greece and other defaulting nations, the 
French Labor unions have called for general 

strikes to protest austerity measures. The 
trains and airlines have already gone on strike, 

which has brought the tourist industry to a 
virtual halt. International investors are pulling 
out from France in a panic, and the French can 
no longer sell government bonds at anything 

but ruinous rates; they’ve resorted to six month 
bonds, because they really can’t sell anything 

with a longer duration.
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As was recently revealed by TheOutrage.com, 
the IMF has lent money to France, in a deal 
brokered by Goldman, and France, desperate 
and with rioting in the streets, had secured 
the loans with art work from the Louvre. 

This is probably illegal, but it was a desperate 
move made in desperate times. Once the public 
learns that France may have to give up art to 

pay for the loans the panic becomes even worse.
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We have to tread very carefully 
here Alan. This is big, and this 

could change the world economy 
and international relations for 
decades. Our lives are at risk 
until this goes public, then we 
should be protected. How have 
the Chinese responded to my

 proposition?

They are excited, but they are 
unsure how something like this 

could affect their existing 
Treasury holdings. I’ve explained 

the swap we propose.

Europe will gladly take it; with 
the collapse of the Euro, they 
really have no choice if they 
don’t want to totally rely on 

the dollar. Accepting the dollar 
to them represents surrender 

to American hegemony...
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I don’t think there is 
much else we can do, 
we’ve tried everything.

Then lie, tell the public 
that everything is okay. 
Get Goldman involved 

to back you up.

But Mr. President...

Interest rates are 
skyrocketing, but even so 

the bids at the last Treasury 
auction were very weak; 
confidence has fallen 

off a cliff.

This will ruin me if 
things fall apart. 

What’s in this for me?

Well, if you don’t do as I 
say I’ll have you ruined 
regardless. We need to 
calm the public. Make a 
speech. If worse comes 
to worst, we’ll just have 
Helicopter Ben dump a 

massive amount of money 
on Goldman, and trickle 
it down to the masses.

...fine.
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...and now for a special report sponsored by The Goldman 
Sachs Group. World-renowned Economist and Harvard Professor 
Jim Greene assured the American public that markets were 
overreacting to recent news, and that the only problems were 
one of temporary liquidity. 

I believe that this panic has been caused by short sellers and 
margin calls. Based on the data I am seeing, the most current 

there is provided by the US government, there is no fundamental 
problem with the Economy. Everyone needs to calm down. As 
FDR once said, the only thing we have to fear is fear itself. 
I also want to remind everyone, as you’ve probably already 

read, that the world’s most famous investor, Warren Buffett, 
has made a $20 billion investment in Goldman Sachs to bolster 

their already strong capital position.
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Fav, the information on 
the connection between 
the Madoff fraud and 
the missing IMF funds 
has been analyzed on 

taxpayertreasurehunt.com, 
thanks to all the 

volunteer auditors and 
all that attention the 

site has been getting.... 
I have been going over 

it, and there is something 
VERY strange.

What is it?

Well, please don’t get 
upset, but the little black 

book you got from Madoff? 
The offshore accounts 

where he deposited the money 
that was invested with him 
from the people who had 
ripped off IMF funds? Well 
some of the accounts have 
been traced back to .... Gina.

Are you sure?
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...what Professor Greene 
and the other government 

supporters have said is a lie. 
Quite obviously things are 
crumbling. Decades of a 

currency backed by nothing 
but government printing 

presses, in conjunction with 
huge entitlement programs, 

wild government overspending, 
and skyrocketing debts have 
caused the disintegration of 
the Euro and the crumbing of 
currencies around the world, 
even the dollar. What had been 

a deflationary environment 
has suddenly reversed as 

governments around the world 
have tried to print money to pay 

their debts... Inflation is 
advancing at a rate never seen 

before... Gold just passed 
$2,500 an ounce yesterday. 
The Euro cannot be saved, 
and neither can the dollar.
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Overspending by American and European citizens and governments 
can’t be supported by other countries forever. For decades now, 
citizens of emerging economies, especially in China, have consumed 
less than they produced, and lent the rest to Europe and America, 

where orgies of conspicuous consumption were supported by 
huge debts. That era is over. 

Western countries have hit 
the limit of what they can 

borrow; a huge international 
margin call is now taking 

place. I am proposing a new 
currency, the Universal, or 
Uni for short, backed by 
real tangible collateral. 

The Uni will be collateralized 
by gold, oil, and various debt 

and equity holdings in 
different currencies, 

including the Yuan, the real, 
the dollar, and the yen.

 
The structure behind the Uni is complex, 

and is modeled both on commodity 
money but also on exchange traded 

funds (etfs) and special drawing rights 
(SDRs). However, the way it works is 
fairly simple; Unis may be exchanged 
directly for publicity traded etfs 

representing the underlying collateral. 
The value of the exchange depends on 
the value of the collateral at any given 

time. While individual consumers will 
eventually use the Uni in day-to-day 
transactions around the world, the 
immediate use will be in international 
trade. We have two major partners 
who have already agreed to use this 
currency as their primary currency in 
international transactions... China and 

Brazil, with others extremely interested. 
Countries that use the Uni agree to abide
by restrictions regarding issuance of 

debt, money supply, balance of payments, 
market distorting subsidies, and 

currency manipulation. An important 
provision is that government spending 

is to become far more transparent, and 
is to be supervised by an affiliate of 
taxpayertreasurehunt.com, set up for 
this purpose. This transparency will 
prevent the sort of embezzlement 

through the IMF and Madoff that has 
shaken Europe, and particularly France.

clap

clap

clap

clap

clap

clap
clap clap
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Fav, you did 
well today.

Thanks. Listen, 
we need to talk.

...Okay, what’s 
wrong?

There has been a 
lot of research 
into the Madoff 
case, and your 

name has come up.

What? How?

I don’t know... 
it’s your name.

Oh my... Jim...

Jim?

Yes... these are 
in my name, but 

these are accounts 
with Jim’s money.

Excuse me? Why 
would you and 
Jim have shared 
accounts? What’s 

going on?

Wait, wait, let 
me explain...
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Back when we were dating, Jim said he was in a 
dangerous place. People were after him, and 
he said needed to hide some money. He asked 

me if I would put some accounts in my name with 
him as the beneficiary, just as security for him.

I see...Did you realize how 
much money was involved?

I had no idea it was 
anything like this....

It’s been a long time, 
and I haven’t paid any 
attention to these 

accounts. Obviously I 
made a mistake. 

What is Jim doing?

Nothing good...
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International financial markets continue in turmoil, as 
everyone realizes the US dollar will no longer be the 
reserve currency of the world, now that there is this 
new currency being implemented by a number of the 

world’s most important economies. However, over time, 
as the market gains confidence in the new currency, the 

turmoil lessens, and the future, while still very 
uncertain, looks brighter. Although no individual owns 
the idea of the currency, as its inventor, Fav becomes 

the most powerful financial figure in the world. 
His position is equivalent to that of JP Morgan during 

the financial crisis of 1907, except that Morgan’s 
preeminence was in America, while Fav is a figure of 

international influence.



127 © John  F Groom 2014                       attitudemedia.com                         Illustrated by Alexander Doig

- With only one "unnamed" exception, none of the 
Louvre's work will be moved.

- Goldman is creating new divisions to implement 
and trade the new world currency created by Fav.

- They have opened major new branches in the middle 
of the favela, near where Fav was born. They will begin 
major educational initiatives in these areas, as well as 
hiring based on native talent and hard work, without 
regard to advanced degrees.

- They have made a large donation to an unnamed 
charity working with children around the world.

- They have also made signifigant donations for animal 
rescue and rehab programs, around the world, but 
focused on Sao Paulo and Rio.

Goldman, having made losing bets against all of Fav's 
positions, and now getting burned by the IMF loan to 
France and their clandestine operations on behalf of 
the Obama administration, is on the brink of bankruptcy. 
However, they are "mysteriously" saved, announcing that:
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The professor does not get saved; his financial 
positions are wiped out. His broker, which happens 

to be Goldman, issues a margin call, which he 
cannot meet, so his positions are liquidated to pay 

his margin debt. He has tenure at Harvard and 
cannot be fired, but he is increasingly ignored. 

A grand jury is convened to look into his 
connection with Madoff and the IMF embezzlement 

scheme. Gina will no longer return his calls.
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As the US economy emerges from chaos, almost no 
incumbents are being re-elected, anywhere around the world. 
It’s time for real change. Both consumers and governments 

will have to learn to live within their means. Economic 
growth will be fueled by innovation, high savings rates, 
and rewards for good judgment, rather than by debt, 

consumer consumption, and supposedly efficient markets. 
The world will remain a terribly flawed place, but one 

where most people who are careful, prudent, and hard 
working at least have a chance for a better life; a sane 

life in a formerly insane world.
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You know, I always thought that 
would look good in this room.


